AUTO CLINICS HIGH WYCOMBE

MOT vs Service Guide

HIGH WYCOMBE DRIVER GUIDE

MOT vs Service — The Complete Comparison

One is legally required. One is strongly recommended. They overlap but are not the same thing. This guide explains
exactly what each covers, how often you need them, and whether booking both together saves time and money.

Legal 65+ 12mo 1 visit
MOT required annually by law checks in a standard DVSA recommended service interval book MOT + service together at
from age 3 MOT inspection for most vehicles Auto Clinics

FULL COMPARISON TABLE

MOT vs Service — What Each Covers

Legally required?

How often?

Engine oil changed?

Air filter replaced?

Spark plugs replaced?

Brake pads checked?

Tyre tread checked?

All lights tested?

Emissions tested?

Suspension checked?

Coolant topped up?

Brake fluid tested?

Seat belts checked?

YES — annually

Every 12 months
(from year 3)

No
No
No

YES — efficiency
tested on rollers

YES — 1.6mm minimum

required

YES — all circuits
operated

YES — gas analyser

or smoke test

YES — tested for
play and damage

No

No

YES — all seats,
buckles and reels

Every 12 months
or 12,000 miles

YES — always
YES (full service)
YES (full service)

YES — visual
pad depth check

YES — depth and
pressure

Usually included

Not directly tested

YES — visual
inspection

YES — checked
and topped up

YES — condition
and level

Sometimes
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Fine up to £1,000 for expired MOT

Whichever comes first for service

Fresh oil helps emissions test pass
Improves combustion efficiency
Prevents EML light — which fails MOT

MOT tests performance; service checks wear

Both check tread; MOT has legal threshold

MOT tests lamp function and headlamp aim

Service oil change improves emissions result

MOT uses ramp and jacking to test joints

Level only checked visually in MOT

Old brake fluid absorbs moisture: over time

Required in MOT; varies by service type
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Certificate issued? YES — MOT Service record Only MOT cert satisfies legal requirement
certificate (legal) or stamp

Typical cost From £39 £80-£200 Book both together to save time

(High Wycombe) (Class 4) (interim to full)
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SHOULD YOU GET BOTH AT THE SAME APPOINTMENT?

Why Combining MOT + Service Makes Sense in High Wycombe

Booking your MOT and service together at Auto Clinics High Wycombe is the most time-efficient option — one trip, one
waiting period, everything covered. There’s also a practical benefit: a fresh service before your MOT can reduce the
chances of marginal failures in the emissions test.

How a service helps your MOT pass

Fresh engine oil Reduces carbon deposits and improves combustion efficiency, helping petrol cars pass the CO/HC
emissions test. Old oil thickens and burns, increasing emissions readings.

New air filter Ensures the correct air-fuel mixture. A clogged filter causes rich running that elevates CO readings on
the gas analyser.

New spark plugs Prevents misfires that trigger the engine management light — which is an automatic MOT failure. Worn
plugs are one of the most common causes of an EML illuminating before a test.

Brake fluid change Fresh fluid has a lower moisture content, maintaining brake performance at the hydraulic level. Does
not directly affect MOT results but reduces long-term brake system risk.

What a service does NOT fix for MOT

Brake pad wear If pads are at or below minimum, a service does not replace them. These must be replaced separately.
Structural corrosion No service item addresses body or chassis rust.
Tyre tread A service checks tread but does not replace worn tyres.

Suspension play Worn bushes or drop links require separate replacement.

QUICK REFERENCE — COMMON QUESTIONS

MOT vs Service — FAQs

Does a service replace an MOT?

No. A service is preventive maintenance. An MOT is a legal safety inspection. You need a valid MOT certificate to drive legally on
UK roads regardless of your service history.

Do | need a service before an MOT?

Not legally required, but a fresh service (especially oil and spark plugs) can help pass marginal emissions checks. It does not fix
brake, tyre or structural issues.
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Can any garage do my MOT without voiding my warranty?

Yes. Under Block Exemption Regulations, any DVSA-approved garage — including Auto Clinics — can carry out your MOT and
service without voiding manufacturer warranty.

How often do | need a service in High Wycombe?

Most manufacturers recommend every 12 months or 12,000 miles, whichever comes first. Urban High Wycombe driving
(HP11/HP12) puts extra wear on oil and brake components, so annual servicing is particularly important.

What's included in a full service vs interim service?

An interim service (every 6 months or 6,000 miles) covers oilffilter change, fluid top-ups and basic safety checks. A full service adds
air filter, spark plugs, fuel filter, brake fluid and a comprehensive inspection of all major systems.

Book MOT + Service at Auto Clinics High Wycombe — 01494 450058 — Mon—Sat 9am—6pm —

autoclinics.co.uk
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